[image: image2.jpg]e
DRUNK DRIVING



[image: image3.jpg]A




Sample Drop-In Article for African American Organizations
National Alcohol-Impaired Driving Labor Day Crackdown 

August 20 – September 6, 2010
(Organization) Advocates Labor Day Crackdown on Drunk Drivers
By: (Name, Organization)

Labor Day weekend is a fun time for families, when America celebrates its workforce with a break to enjoy what is often considered the end of summer.  Picnics, barbecues, family reunions and weekend getaways are customary during this time.  But many choose to include alcohol in their celebrations, and good times can quickly turn bad when those that have been drinking decide to hit the road.   
Sadly, those who drive under the influence of alcohol or other drugs disregard public safety and can cause fatal outcomes.  Across the nation in 2008, there were approximately 11,773 total fatalities in crashes involving a driver or motorcycle rider with a BAC of .08 or higher.  Motorcycle riders in fatal crashes have a high rate of alcohol involvement, and almost one-third of the motorcycle operators who died in crashes in 2008 were riding while legally drunk.  These fatalities were daughters, sons, mothers, fathers, and friends of those left behind, and the lives lost have a great impact on our community.  For example, in a recent year, 1,388 African-Americans died in drunk driving crashes nationwide.  Our youth are also making tragic choices, as 26 percent of African-American 15- to 20-year-old drivers killed that year had been drinking alcohol.  
But law enforcement is on the lookout to stop impaired drivers before they can hurt themselves or others.  Annually, about 1.5 million people are arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol or other drugs.  This is an arrest rate of 1 of every 144 licensed drivers and motorcycle operators in the United States!  Still, African-Americans had a high percentage of driver fatalities that were alcohol impaired, at 31 percent.
The Labor Day holiday is no exception, and is traditionally a dangerous time as a result of impaired drivers.  In 2008, there were 487 people killed in traffic crashes over the Labor Day weekend alone, and 40 percent of those crashes involved an alcohol-impaired driver or motorcycle rider with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 or higher.  For this reason, the national alcohol-impaired driving crackdown Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. kicks off on August 20 and continues through Labor Day.  
(State) and local law enforcement will be working diligently to help make the streets and highways safer with intensified enforcement and sobriety checkpoints.  You can help by reminding your friends and family to celebrate wisely and by volunteering to be a designated driver.  But if you know you will be drinking alcohol, plan ahead.  Take public transportation, make arrangements with a designated driver, or spend the night where you’re going.  Also, always wear your seat belt.  It’s your best defense against an impaired driver or other hazards on the road.  
For more information and additional campaign resources, please visit www.StopImpairedDriving.org.
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