The East Texas Traffic Safety Group

The East Texas Traffic Safety Group was formed as a way to share information, ideas, and as a think tank of how a small group of people could work together for the ultimate goal of reducing traffic injury and death. 

This group consists of Traffic Safety Specialists from TXDOT districts in Atlanta, Tyler and Lufkin, DPS Safety Education Troopers from Tyler and Lufkin, and the Law Enforcement Liaison of the Texas Municipal Police Association assigned to the east Texas Area.

Even though it is based in east Texas the group has invited people from around the state to participate.  The group has developed a Facebook page to share information outside of the east Texas area.

The group first met in November of 2009 in Tyler where ideas of what could be done were discussed.  The group decided that a program should be developed on traffic safety. The consensus of the group was to target teenage drivers.  This decision was made on the following factors;
1. Six thousand teenage drivers across America are killed every year and the average young driver will have a crash in the first six months of getting their license.

2. Driver Education does not seem to register immediately for the new driver and refresher material needs to be presented often to reinforce the principals taught in Driver Education. 
3. The program could be taken into schools using Health, Science or Physical Education classes as the conduit. The class size would be ideal for personal contact and a good learning environment.
4. The program would be made available to local police officers many of which are school resource officers. These resource officers already have access to and have developed a rapport with the faculty and students.
The group agreed on the target audience and would begin soliciting ideas from their respective districts and contacts for program content.

After the meeting a post was placed on Facebook to solicit ideas on the top five reasons young drivers were being injured or killed in crashes.  The top responses to the post were:

1. Lack of Training

2. Distractions in the vehicle

3. Speed

4. Failure to wear safety belts

5. Driving Under the Influence

The next meeting will be held on January 21st at the TXDOT district office in Lufkin and March 29th at the Westin Hotel in Dallas prior to the Texas Transportation Institute 2010 Traffic Safety Conference.

If you would like more information regarding future meetings and topics of discussion of East Texas Traffic Safety Group log onto www.facebook.com and become a follower of the East Texas Traffic Safety Group. 

