Gainesville’s Texas Travel and Information Center

June 29 - July 1st

By LINDSAY LORENZ, Register Staff Writer Gainesville Daily Register

On Tuesday, TxDOT spun its rollover convincer, a machine that simulates a vehicle rolling over while traveling at about 35 mph. To show just how important seat belt use is, dummies were placed inside and the vehicle was rotated. When not strapped in, the dummies flail around inside the vehicle before being violently tossed onto the road, much as people would had it been a real accident. However, in subsequent demonstrations the dummies are buckled up and even while inverted, they remain in their seats.

Patsy Walls, traffic safety coordinator for TxDOT, said two out of three accidents in which people don’t wear seatbelts and are ejected result in fatalities. Those who survive ejections, she said, often sustain head or spinal injuries.

“That simple click of a seatbelt reduces the chance of those injuries or being killed,” Walls said.

Both Walls and Fulton said that often a visual can be powerful enough to demonstrate the importance of wearing a seat belt.

“I know we had a part-time seatbelt wearer look at (the demonstration), and after, he decided it was in his best interest to buckle up,” Walls said. “It really does open up their eyes.”

Fulton said that the demonstration should help those under the impression they’ll have enough time to buckle up as an accident is occurring to learn otherwise. Although the convincer is rigged to be traveling a low speed, spectators seemed surprised at how quickly the accident occurred.

“It just shows the importance of wearing a seatbelt, even if you’re just driving around town,” Fulton said.

Throughout the day, DPS and TxDOT workers also reminded Texans about the car seat law that went into effect on June 1. Children younger than 8 and shorter than 4 feet 9 inches must be in a child safety seat at all times while riding in a vehicle.

On Thursday, TxDOT and DPS held another demonstration, this one aimed at reducing drunken driving. Those who stopped by the information center had the chance to try on “drunk goggles” and see what’s like to be behind the wheel as an impaired driver. After strapping on goggles that simulated the vision of someone impaired at the legal limit of .08, or double at .16, participants drove golf carts and were able to see how alcohol can affect judgment and impair coordination.

As a reminder Fulton advised that those who plan on drinking this weekend find a designated driver before they open any drinks. He said it becomes harder to use good judgment after a person has started drinking, and that he or she may be tempted to drive home.

