OCCUPANT RESTRAINT OBSERVER PROTOCOL‑‑SURVEYS

These Occupant Restraint Observation Protocol instructions along with the Occupant Restraint Survey Form and the Survey Worksheet can be found in the Buckle Up Texas Website at www.buckleuptexas.com.

1.
Data are to be recorded for drivers and right front seat outboard passengers only.

2.
Do not count the following vehicles in the surveys: passenger vehicles for hire (i.e. buses, limousines and taxicabs), meter reader personnel, postal service delivery personnel and tractor-trailers.

3.
Only properly used shoulder harnesses should be recorded.  

4. Surveys must include:

· A minimum of 150 positively (Seat Belt Use or Seat Belt Non-use) identified vehicles.  

· At least 2 surveys of a minimum of 150 vehicles must be completed during the pre and post enforcement periods.  Four surveys or more are recommended.

· The survey location should be at a four-way intersection controlled by stop signs or traffic signals.  

· The observer completing the survey should be in plain clothes and drive an unmarked vehicle.  

5.
Observers will follow a schedule that indicates the day, start time, intersection name, location, and direction of travel for observations. Pre-enforcement and post-enforcement surveys must be completed at the same observation points that are within the enforcement area following the same methodology (i.e. same time and day of the week).  
6. For drivers and front seat outboard passengers, the observer will record use or non-use of a shoulder harness.  Compliance is defined as a person properly wearing a shoulder harness at the time when first observed.

7.
The Occupant Restraint Survey (ORS) Form should be completed in the following manner.  Please refer to the attached form.


#1
Observer:  Write in your first and last name.


#2
Agency Name:  Write in the name of your agency.


#3
Location:  Identify the names of the intersecting streets.  

Identify direction of travel of observed vehicles.


#4
City or County:  Write in the name of the city or county.


#5&6
Start and End Time:  Specify the hour and minutes, and circle AM or PM for the start and end of the data collection.  


#7
Date:  Write in the month, day, year, and day of the week.

#8
STEP Type:  Indicate what kind of STEP program you are performing surveys for.
Complete one line on the form for each vehicle observed. For each vehicle observed, put a check mark in the appropriate box for seat belt use.  Choose “Yes” for seat belt use and “No” for non-use.  If there is a front seat outboard passenger, utilize the same procedure you used for the driver of the vehicle.   Add the check marks in each column and provide the sum in the individual “Total” boxes at the end of the ORS Form (A, B, C and D).
8.
Enter your survey data from your ORS Form into the Excel Survey Worksheet provided to determine your pre and post usage rates.  Take the following information from the ORS Form and provide it on the Survey Worksheet:

A.
Add box A and box C located on the last page of the ORS Form.   Enter the sum of these two columns into the “# in Compliance” box in the Survey Worksheet.  


B.
Add boxes A, B, C and D on the last page of the ORS Form.  Enter the sum of these columns into the box labeled “# Observed” in the Survey Worksheet.  
C. The “Total Compliance %” figures represent your agencies Pre or Post Survey results.  
Please note, STEP Waves can utilize up to four sets of Pre and Post survey boxes on the Survey Worksheet.  Year long STEP grants will only require the use of one set of survey boxes.

9.
If you have any questions regarding this information, please contact the TxDOT Traffic Safety Specialist in your area. 
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